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Dear~ke,~~~ 

~~~ 

Environmentai~~~Defense~~L(IEOfi~ld~~~likeB!R~ou~1111fli:OOTIIfiil~ting,LHfiiitidating t!!/=17 

En vi ron menta I 21!/= 17 Dime nD/i1ili!lJfp log i ca I 21!/= 17 Dis ord e r~e&:rifiiu:Jq rsta nd in g J!J/estf]l!!,1= 171fJiiiiliil t!!/= 17 

Federai21!/=17Chemicai21!/=17Testing~~~~will~~~take~~~place~~~on~~~June~~~1~19th,~~~201! 

University~~~of~~~California~~[]JeJ~am~rship~INIIIIIirnfl~National~~~lnstitute~~~of~~~Environmentai~~~Health~~~ 

Sciences~mEHS)/Nationai~~~Toxicology~~~Progral1'iJIIlml~ironmentalr1mf!tection~ncy~~~(E~ 

~~~ 

Neurological~~~disorders~~~and~~~diseases~~~affecm~~millions~~~of~~~people~~~worldwide:~~~in~~~the~~~US~~~ 

SO,OOO~~~people~~~are~~~diagnosed~~~with~~~Parkinsory'ee!IT)!Mii!!lllal~t!ea~~of~~~ltlkoeetmUll 

with!D~ntion!Weficit/hyperactivity~~~disorllitMDHD)~~~contin~~~mrom~~~7.8%~1l1EtliiH~Ill:l!BMII?It?l?l 

2011;~~~and~~~in~~~2010,~~~1~~~in~~~68~~~children~~~were~~~identified~~~with~~~autism~~~spectrum~~~disorc 

2008.~re[]JR~increasing~~~recognition~~~of~~~the~~~imrart0im~sB3ctions~~~in~~~the~~~etiology~~~ 

and~~~pathogenesis~~~of~~~human~~~disorder~~seei!Wlfar~~~from~~mully~~~un~tanding~~~how 

environmental~~~agents~~~like~~~chemicals~~~impacmrne~tuwea~d:bllfl~~complex~~~endpoints~~~such~~~as~~ll 

neurological[1jfjJ!furders~~~and~~~di~~~~genetic~~~1f1l'l!ltib~~~have~~~been~~~estimated~~~to~~~explain~~~only~ 

to~~~~of~~~all~~~cases~~~of~~~neurllll!&Jalk!Ejo~standing~~~the~~~role~~~of~~~the~~~environmenm~~is~~[ 

critical~~~if~~~we~~~are~~~to~~~proteiHH~public~~~health. 

~~~ 

While~~~there~~~are~~~a~~~hii:OO!kfulml~mitlft'!l~l.Jrotoxicants,~~~such~~~as~~~lead~~~and~~~methylmercury,~~~H 

are~~~many~~~more~~~chemicals~~~suspected~~~of~~Lfbalm~IH~tmlelllm'llftl~~muaotl!!iiH~~~ 

thousands~~~of~~~other~~mlmN-iui~quatelBa~~~entir.tQm~~~decades:)lmlffibnai[1Jffmmicallllll£l[$11:ing~~~ 

approaches~e[]Jif!Med~~~whole~~~art~e~~~apieariOO~!!lints~lewg.,[]Jili]!!irtality,~~~tumamlilliRfth~~~ 

defects).lDlitent~~~advances~~~in~~~sciini"r-li~dictivelllll£l[$11:ing~roaches~h~~-hiD 

throughpum~~screening~~~E~[]J!Diuates~tream~~~chemical~~~effects,~~me~mls~~~of~~~ 

biological~~~pathw~r~~~the~~~~the~~~federal~~~government~~~has~~~made~~~significanm~~investment 

advancing~LJmiough~~mTie~~Cast[]Jm!fMiatives[]Jm!~~~hope~tltically~~~expan~~~~ 

understanding~mical~~~toxi~ng~ificantrma~~~g~~~ 

EDF,~~~in~~~partnership~~~wvtNrn~PJ~ER~ing~ether~~~scientists~~~of~~~diverse~~~expertise~~~to~~~ 

discuss~~~opportunitlilal:lrn!1mllenges~~~apply\MgleraH1!flfffi~~~dlalml~~reseaBused~~~on~~~neurological~~~ 

disorders~~~and~~~di~ailed[]Jm!~llim~ent~Ji!!1llllnmentary-lished~[l]IJ18lfluary's~~~issu~of 

Environmentai21!/=17Health 21!/=17P~~believetffi~1111Jmtmmt~~~research~~~community~~~is~~~critical~~~to~~~tl 
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Page~~ 

~~~ 

further~~~development~~~and~~~advancement~~~of~~~fedEf~~ar.~go~IIDl~~~ 

(1)i1mlmlt!reasernfl~~~~external~~~research~~~corrfamiiiarlt~hlmiaeralrnlm)[]Jm!rnJiatives!IDIOO~ociated~~~ 

data~~~and~~~tools~rniB~121~ssion~~~and~~~collaboration~~~among~~~basic~eooEm':h~~and~~~ 

scientists~~~aroutll:Wimluse1l!llii!Et?J~~d~m!~~ne~ated[]Jifli$1earch.~ase~~mind~~~attached~~~to~~~the~~~email~~~ 

accompanying~~~this~~~invit~imifialry,~~~condensmil1llJliiDg~~~ageniiDllll 

ldentification~~~of~~~undiscovered~~~environmental~~~contributors~~~to~~~neurological~~~dil$ltmlies~~~and~~~disord 

requires!B1lensive~~~research~~~in~~~which~~~data~~~emerging~~~from~~~the~~~Tox2m~~and~~~ToxCast~~~prog 

part.LW!ll~~~believe~~~you~~~would~~~pro~iflt1M~a~rnm!l'm;[]lll'li1Jeting,l1l!ml-ern!Biilt~~~~ 

will~ept~~~GIB1111itation~~~to~~~partidijml:e.~~~ 

We~ llwould~ ll~~response~ llto~ rwfi~~lil~I1211511Piease'Ei~SY'f~ 11 

direct~ lllogistical~ ll~Ii~N!a'iltfif)"~ llD~~J:)~~gm.~~~For~~~other~~~~iietm)lll 

contactlll~lflnifer~~~McPartl-~p(lrtland@edf.org.~~~Additiormamlihgl]lmlails~~~and~~~a~~~final~~~agenda~~~will~l 

be~~~shared~~~closer~~~to~~~the~~~eting~~~date.~~~~~~ 

NIEHS/NTP~~~is~~~provl'ill:ml~~number~~~of~~~travel~~~awards~~~to~~~supporm~~~~~~to~~~this~~~meetil 

interested,~~~please~LilllltjJ;:i,t~.rliehs.nih.goiJ/g()/trvlschl~~~apply.~~~Applications~~~for~~~travel~~~supporm~~a 

due~~~ry~~~201BF~~~is~~~working~~~to~~~filtmiDlmiTJBdr:IIJ>Itlm9apporm~~funding.~~~are 

in~~~these~~~Jjnlaas~~~us~~~kn~~~~ke~~~mimtiiDRIIID@Iitionall'mlflds~~~become~~~ 

available.~~~ 

~~~ 

Thank~~~you~~~for~~~your~~~c.<imiBMfmtioJfll~~forward~~~to~~~heari.~mrom~~~you. 

Sincerely,~~~ 

~~~ 

~~~ ~~~ 

Jennifer~~~McPartland,~lmiiiii1D~~~ ~~~ 

EDF~~~HeaB:ti~li1l1Hstl1lllmTil~~ ~~~ ~~~ 

~~~ 

~~~ 

~~rn~ 
~~~Rmlfl 

~~mlli~B.mllfl:h~~~Program~~rector 
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